
Activity Numbers: SD-0226-00023, TS-PRM-0126-00027, TC-COM-0326-00316 
Address: 2445 N Oracle Road  
Parcel: 10709049C 
 
 
Project Description: The proposed signs and awning have been designed and are being 
installed as part of mitigation for the approved Memorandum of Agreement with the State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for the adaptive reuse/new construction of Milagro on 
Oracle. These are not intended to be historical replicas, restorations, or reconstructions but 
rather evocative or commemorative reconstructions. In collaboration with SHPO, they were 
designed to honor the original historic properties (Don Motel and De Anza Motel) with 
representative font, color, style, and lighting, but with language modified to more accurately 
reflect the current use.  
 



Comments:

We apologize for the inconvenience, but new freestanding signs require sealed engineering. Please 
resubmit with sealed engineering. 

ASA Stamped engineering is now attached.
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PROPOSED - NO ONSITE WELDINGNeon illuminated awning with 7 day programmable timer installed to
comply with the outdoor lighting code.

All Electrical Signs will be Listed per NEC 600.3,
Marked per 600.4 and installed in accordance with

applicable local codes.  This includes proper 
grounding and bonding of the sign.

As per the Outdoor Lighting Code
the internally illuminated sign as shown on this
page does not exceed the 4400k color temp.

Timer shall shut off all signs at midnight. 
All dedicated sign circuits shall be labeled at breaker panel 

All signs and power supply components are UL listed.
All signs shall have a UL sticker, manufacturer sticker,
and installer sticker, located on the exterior of the sign.
All dedicated sign circuits shall be labeled.
A safety lock out shall be provided for all signs
where the shut off switch is not directly visible to the
sign.
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Overview of 2425 N. Oracle Road, facing southwest. Image taken by Michael McKisson. 
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INTRODUCTION 

As part of mitigatory measures of a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for the Milagro on Oracle project, 

WestLand Resources, Inc. (WestLand), prepared a historical and architectural narrative of 2425 N. Oracle 

Road and 2445 N. Oracle Road on behalf of the City of Tucson (the City). Both properties are located along 

the west side of N. Oracle Road at the southwestern intersection of N. Oracle Road and W. Alturas Street 

in Tucson, Pima County, Arizona (Figures 1 and 2). Additionally, both properties are former motor courts 

listed as contributing resources to the Miracle Mile Historic District. The Miracle Mile Historic District was 

listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in 2017 and includes a total of 258 contributing 

resources and 21 non-contributing resources to a commercial district spanning a period of 1920 to 1963 

(note that the Arizona State Historic Property Inventory Forms from the NRHP nomination describe the 

Period of Significance as 1920 to 1964 [see Appendix A]).  

The Milagro on Oracle project is a 63-unit new construction and adaptive reuse project that incorporates 

two side-by-side former motor court complexes separated by a vacant lot. Of these, 15 units will be 

adaptively reused and will preserve and transform historically significant motor courts that contribute to the 

Miracle Mile Historic District. The project includes the acquisition of one parcel, the demolition of two 

non-contributing structures (laundry ramada and storage structure), the demolition of three contributing 

structures (which were fully documented prior to demolition [swimming pool, carport/ ramada, and casita 

additions]), the removal of the 1975 No-Tel Motel rooftop sign, the new construction of a small laundry, the 

new construction of 48 units in a four-story building on a 1.81-acre site, and, as noted above, the adaptive 

reuse of 15 apartments in two single-story buildings formerly used as motor courts (Brown 2024).  

Project plans were initially reviewed in December 2022 by the Tucson-Pima County Historical Commission 

Plans Review Subcommittee, who determined that the proposed work was consistent with the Secretary of 

the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and unanimously approved the project with 

no changes. Formal Section 106 consultation with the Arizona State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 

began in May 2024. Per ongoing consultation with the SHPO, the City has entered into an MOA that 

includes completion of the following historical and architectural narrative as part of the Resolution of 

Adverse Effect resulting from the proposed project on historic resources (SHPO 2024).  
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Figure 1.  Vicinity map
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PHYSICAL SETTING 

Both 2425 and 2445 N. Oracle Road are located along one of Tucson’s major commercial corridors. 

Historically, the area was once part of U.S. Routes 80 and 89 and Arizona Route 84. Throughout the 

mid-twentieth century, this commercial strip functioned as the northern vehicular gateway through Tucson. 

The area originally catered to automobile travelers and tourists and was populated with roadside motels, 

motor courts, restaurants, automotive support services, and neon signage advertising businesses along 

the route. The most common property type was the motor court. Many of these motor courts were organized 

in L- or U-shaped plans facing the historic highway, with service stations located at corners and restaurants 

and entertainment venues located midblock (Clinco 2017). Over time, through road widening and population 

growth, the corridor, while it continued to function as a major commercial area, welcomed strip malls and 

large parking areas and offered a variety of retail options that catered to local shoppers. Today, the two 

properties at 2425 and 2445 N. Oracle Road are surrounded by both single- and multi-story commercial 

and residential buildings, pedestrian sidewalks, paved streets, traffic-control devices, and limited 

vegetation.  
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HISTORIC CONTEXT 

By the 1930s, over 23 million automobiles were registered in the United States. With travelers abandoning 

trains and horses in favor of the open road, demand grew for safe and clean places to stop for food and 

rest. In Tucson, Miracle Mile, Oracle Road, and Drachman Street (collectively known as the Miracle Mile 

Strip) acted as the primary northern gateway into the city and a crossroads for those traversing the nation 

via transcontinental Routes 80 and 89 (Clinco 2017) (Figure 3). In response, privately owned, independent 

motels clustered along the highways’ edges. The new motels featured regionally popular styles and equally 

evocative business names—such as La Siesta, Hacienda, Frontier, and El Rancho—that conjured up 

romantic representations of the Southwest. Business names lit up the roadway and were displayed in 

colorful neon, enticing travelers to stop and enjoy various amenities ranging from swimming pools and air 

conditioning to cocktail lounges and on-site service stations. 

 
Figure 3. Oracle Road as it appeared in 1936, facing north. Image courtesy of the Arizona State Library, Archives 
and Public Records.  

Today, the Miracle Mile Historic District is represented by a discontiguous collection of tourist and travel-

related properties unified by their shared association with the historic highway alignment. While many of 

the character-defining features of the historic highway have been removed over time, there are still several 

historic motor courts dating to this period along the Miracle Mile Strip, including the former DeAnza Motel 

and The Don Motel.  

The DeAnza Motel and The Don Motel on North Oracle Road were two of the earliest motor courts within 

the Miracle Mile Strip. Established between 1940 and 1941, they were strategically located along the 
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historic alignment of Route 80. Both motels boasted air-conditioned rooms, electric refrigerators, 

televisions, access to washers and dryers, and large kitchenette apartments available for monthly rates. By 

the 1950s, both had expanded their amenities to include swimming pools, and The Don Motel offered a 

trailer court and a 24-hour café (Figures 4 and 5).  

 
Figure 4. 1946 advertisement in the Arizona Daily Star for The Don Motel 

 
Figure 5. 1957 advertisement in the Arizona Daily Star for the DeAnza Motel 

 
The oldest of these two motor courts was the DeAnza Motel, which began as a long, rectangular, 10-unit 

complex flanked by an office on its eastern end; construction of two additional standalone units took place in 

the mid-1940s. While the building is not a pure form of Spanish Colonial Revival architecture, it displays 

several characteristics of the style, including arched entrances to each unit, stepped parapets with decorative 

vents, and casement windows resting on heavy sills. During its history, the DeAnza underwent modest 

changes to its appearance through different painting schemes and vegetation, a small addition to its front 

office, the addition of four units, and the removal of its original neon sign. Historical records are sparse, but it 

is documented that the DeAnza was established in 1940 by Elmer and Angeline Dobson and was called the 

Dobson Motel in its early years (Devine 1997). A few years later, in 1947, the Dobsons sold the property, and 

in 1951, it was renamed the DeAnza Motel (Figure 6). The new owners, George and Elena Lambos, native 

to Greece, were responsible for many of its early renovations, including repairing two units following a fire in 

1955 (Arizona Daily Star, 5 August 1955). In 1956, George Lambos passed away, and the motel was sold a 

year later (Arizona Daily Star, 13 October 1956). Under its new ownership, the DeAnza was renamed Holiday 

Motel (Devine 1997) (Figure 7). In 1961, Eldridge and Claire Rigg bought an interest in the Holiday Motel, but 

by the mid-1960s, much of Route 80s tourist traffic had moved to Interstate-10, and they sold their shares of 

the business. By the 1970s, the area was no longer catering to tourists and traveling businessmen and was 

instead focused on a new and less desirable clientele. In 1975, James L. Blair purchased the motel and 

renamed it the No-Tel (Devine 1997). The hotel offered hourly rentals, adult movies, and water beds. Just 

four years later, the property was sold to Hyun Keun Kim, who retained ownership for most of the last three 

decades before it was purchased by the City of Tucson (Devine 1997; Giuliano 2023).  
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Figure 6. Historic postcard showing the DeAnza Motel, ca. 1951–1957 

 
Figure 7. Detail of the Holiday Motel sign from a historic postcard, ca. 1957–1975 
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In 1941, The Don Motel was established as a nine-unit motor court (Figure 8). The complex was designed 

with individual Spanish Colonial Revival casitas and had a similar layout to its neighbor, the DeAnza Motel. 

Each had a central inward-facing courtyard and a parking area flanked by buildings, a front office adjacent 

to the street, and a neon sign. By 1945, the owner of the Don Motel, Grace Hughes, sold the property to 

Mr. and Mrs. Otis Fewell, who began expanding the property (Tucson Daily Citizen, 24 September 1945). 

The Fewells owned similar properties in Redondo Beach, California, and were well acquainted with 

operating roadside motels. Shortly thereafter, the property changed ownership. By the time of the sale, it 

had expanded to a 12-unit complex. At some point between 1945 and 1956, Clement G. Meyer owned the 

motel, as is noted in a 1953 newspaper article about a thwarted robbery at the property (Tucson Citizen, 

27 July 1953). In 1956, the motor court was sold once again, this time to Mr. and Mrs. Livolsi, who expanded 

the complex to house 14 units, a new swimming pool, and a café (Arizona Daily Star, 7 July 1956) 

(Figure 9). During the 1970s, the motel was owned by Miracle House Ministries, Inc., and used as a 

Christian outreach center for those facing homelessness and addiction issues (Pima County Assessor 

Property Record Card for Parcel 107-09-049B [note the parcel has now been subsumed under 

107-09-049C]).  

 
Figure 8. Historic postcard showing The Don Motel around the 1940s 
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Figure 9. Historic postcard of The Don Motel and Café, ca. 1950s 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

2425 N. Oracle Road  

The former DeAnza Motel consists of a 10-unit, rectangular single-story motel complex paralleling the southern 

boundary of Parcel 107-09-051A (the parcel has now been subsumed under 107-09-049C) and two two-unit 

casitas (now demolished) located along the northwestern end of the same parcel (Photos 1 and 2). The motel 

is oriented north toward an open parking lot with a communal swimming pool and free-standing carport (both 

now demolished). There is a primary entry and exit along N. Oracle Road that is bounded by the motel’s office 

building to the south and a rolling metal gate to the north. Vegetation is limited and includes volunteer grasses 

and weeds, date palms, and shrubs.  

The larger of the two complexes on the parcel has painted brick walls on a poured concrete slab foundation 

topped by a low-pitched or nearly flat roof. The roof height varies; the height is lower above unit entrances and 

rises above the living spaces, creating widely spaced crenellations. This same pattern is repeated around the 

roofline of the front office, although the spacing is more evocative of the battlements of a castle. The most 

prominent feature of this building consists of Romanesque-like arches leading to recessed entries to each unit. 

Fenestration includes steel casement windows on heavy sills and solid core pedestrian doors. Above the 

windows are decorative crawl space vents and below are individual air-conditioning units.  

At the northeast corner of the building is an office that protrudes past the footprint of the motel units and is 

constructed of similar materials, paint schemes, and fenestration. At a later unknown date, the original brick 

canopy over the door was removed and replaced with a shed roof sheathed in asphalt shingles (Photo 3). 

Positioned on the roof is a monument sign displaying the property’s last business name.  

The secondary motel complex consists of two two-unit casitas joined by a filled-in carport. The casitas are 

constructed of painted brick resting on a concrete slab foundation topped by a gable roof sheathed in asphalt 

shingles. Above each entrance is a shed-style porch roof also sheathed in asphalt shingles, and the space 

between the porch roof and gable end is sheathed in wood shiplap. Fenestrations include solid core paneled 

pedestrian doors flanked by small vinyl sash windows (windows are replacements). The former carport has 

been infilled with concrete masonry units and has a low-pitched gable roof, a small casement window, and a 

solid core pedestrian door protected by a security screen. The casitas have since been demolished.  

Auxiliary structures include a rectangular swimming pool surrounded by a concrete deck and chain-link 

fencing and a two-car brick and wood-framed carport immediately to the east. The carport has brick knee 

walls on its east and west elevations framing a concrete slab foundation (Photo 4). The knee walls support 

wood posts connected to the gable roof. The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles and has wood shiplap 

below the gable ends. To the rear of the structure along the north elevation are two integrated storage units 

and a vending machine. Both auxiliary structures have since been demolished.  
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Photo 1. Overview of the larger of the two motel complexes at 2425 N. Oracle Road, facing southeast. Image 
courtesy of PMM Architects.  

 
Photo 2. Overview of the casitas (now demolished) at 2425 N. Oracle Road, facing northwest. Image courtesy 
of PMM Architects 
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Photo 3. Detail view of office and replaced entrance canopy at 2425 N. Oracle Road, facing southwest. Image 
courtesy of PMM Architects.  

 
Photo 4. Overview of carport (now demolished) at 2425 N. Oracle Road, facing north-northwest. Image 
courtesy of PMM Architects 
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As part of the Milagro on Oracle project, the swimming pool, the carport/ramada, and the two attached casitas, 

all of which are designated as contributing resources to the Miracle Mile Historic District, have been demolished. 

The motel’s monument sign has also been removed and relocated to the Ignite Sign Museum. All of these 

contributing resources were architecturally documented by PMM Architects prior to completion of this narrative.  

2445 N. Oracle Road  

The Don Motel is a single-story, U-shaped complex north of the former DeAnza Motel at the southwest 

intersection of N. Oracle Road and W. Alturas Street. The motel features individual casitas, an office, and 

a former restaurant, all of which encircle a parking area and central courtyard space with a ramada (the 

ramada has since been demolished). Vegetation is limited and largely consists of non-native trees, date 

palms, and cactus. Similar to the DeAnza Motel, the main ingress and egress is along N. Oracle Road.  

Individual casitas line the boundaries of the south and north central portion of Parcel 107-09-049B (Photo 5). 

The casitas are of brick construction with stucco sheathing on poured concrete slab foundations and have gable 

roofs sheathed in terra-cotta tiles. The entrances of each casita face the central parking lot and are offset to the 

side, flanked by two side-by-side windows with heavy sills. Both the original casement windows and doors and 

covered carports that once connected each casita have since been removed (except along the north side of the 

parcel). The windows are now vinyl sliding sash, and the doors are now paneled solid core pedestrian doors. 

The original doors were likely paneled wood doors; however, it is not known for certain. The Arizona Room on 

the eastern elevation of the motel office has also been removed, although the roof line remains. 

Very few decorative features are present beyond terra-cotta tiled roofs and decorative crawl space vents at the gable 

ends. Along the western and northern boundaries of the complex, motel units are larger and, in some cases, abut 

one another. To the west, there are two standalone two-bedroom units of similar construction to the casitas. One 

has a gable roof with terra-cotta tiles with the long axis facing the parking area; the other has a low-pitched roof below 

a flat parapet. To the north, there are two similar boxy stucco-covered buildings with low-pitched roofs and parapets 

bookending two side-by-side casitas still connected by a carport. The boxy building to the northeast formerly housed 

the motel’s 24-hour café (Photo 6). Windows and doors have also been replaced over time. Compared to the 

DeAnza Motel, The Don Motel has had more alterations, including removal of original windows and doors, removal 

of carport connections between casitas, a metal standing seam addition to the westernmost casita, infilling and later 

removal of the motel office’s Arizona Room, removal of the monument sign, removal of decorative planters around 

the entrance, removal of the swimming pool (which was located behind the ramada, based on review of historic 

aerials), and the enclosure of the complex with security fencing. Auxiliary structures on the parcel include the ramada 

within the center of the parking lot and two small single-story buildings in the southwest corner of the parcel.  

Two non-contributing resources associated with The Don Motel—a laundry ramada and a storage structure—

were demolished. Both resources were fully documented by PMM Architects prior to the current narrative. 
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Photo 5. Detail of casitas at 2445 N. Oracle Road along the southern boundary of Parcel 107-09-049B, facing 
southwest. Image courtesy of PMM Architects.  

 
Photo 6. Detail of the former café at 2445 N. Oracle Road along the northern boundary of Parcel 107-09-
049B, facing southwest. Image courtesy of PMM Architects.  
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SUMMARY  

Per the MOA between the SHPO and the City, the proposed project has had an adverse effect on historic 

properties based on the demolition of three contributing resources (one building and two structures) 

associated with the former DeAnza Motel. To resolve adverse effects, the City and the SHPO have agreed 

to several stipulations to mitigate the loss of the three contributing resources. As such, WestLand prepared 

a historical and architectural narrative for each property. The above documentation serves as fulfillment of 

one of these stipulations required for the resolution of adverse effects. WestLand’s report has sufficiently 

documented the available history for each property and described the existing conditions of 2425 N. Oracle 

Road and 2445 N. Oracle Road prior to construction activities.  
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STATE OF ARIZONA             HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
 
Please type or print clearly.  Fill out each applicable space accurately and with as much information as is known about the property.  
Use continuation sheets where necessary.  Send completed form to: State Historic Preservation Office, 1300 W. Washington, 
Phoenix, AZ  85007 
 
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
For properties identified through survey:  Site No: MM063          Survey Area: Miracle Mile 
 
Historic Name(s): De Anza Motel, No Tell Motel   
  (Enter the name(s), if any, that best reflects the property’s historic importance.) 
 
Address: 2425 North Oracle Road 
 
City or Town: Tucson   vicinity County: Pima Tax Parcel No.10709051A 
 
Township: 13S     Range: 13E     Section: 35      Quarter Section: SE Acreage: .6 
 
Block: 4     Lot(s): 5      Plat (Addition): Miracle Mile Addition     Year of plat (addition): 1937 
 
UTM reference: Zone  Easting  Northing  USGS 7.5’ quad map:  
 
Architect:    not determined      known  source:  
 
Builder:   not determined     known   source:  
 
Construction Date: 1940   known  estimated            source: Tucson City Directory 
 
STRUCTURAL CONDITION 
   Good (well maintained, no serious problems apparent) 
 
   Fair (some problems apparent)  Describe:  
 
   Poor (major problems; imminent threat)  Describe: 
 
   Ruin/Uninhabitable 
 
USES/FUNCTIONS 
Describe how the property has been used 
over time, beginning with the original use. 
DOMESTIC: hotel 

 
Sources: Tucson City Directory 
 
 
PHOTO INFORMATION 
Date of photo: June 2010  
View Direction (looking towards) 
east 

Negative No.:  

 



SIGNIFICANCE 
To be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, a property must represent an important part of the history or architecture 
of an area.  Note: a property need only be significant under one of the areas below to be eligible for the National Register. 
 
A. HISTORIC EVENTS/TRENDS (On a continuation sheet describe how the property is associated either with a significant 
historic event, or with a trend or pattern of events important to the history of the nation, the state, or a local community.) 
Community Development and Planning in Tucson 1920 - 1964 

B. PERSON (On a continuation sheet describe how the property is associated with the life of a person significant in the past.) 
C. ARCHITECTURE (On a continuation sheet describe how the property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction, or that represents the work or a master, or possesses high artistic values.) 
 Outbuildings:  (Describe any other buildings or structures on the property and whether they may be considered historic.) 
 
INTEGRITY 
To be eligible for the National Register, a property must have integrity, that is, it must be able to visually convey its importance.  
Provide detailed information below about the property’s integrity.  Use continuation sheets if necessary. 
 
1. LOCATION           Original Site    Moved (date ) Original Site:  
 
2. DESIGN  
This one integrated row, single-storey building, the "De Anza" motel, was built in 1940.  The office and owners' residence 

was at the eastern end, facing the street.  Two additional small rectangular buildings were added in 1946.  This property has 

continued operation as a motel, having been renamed the "No-Tel Motel" by the late 1970s.  This low, light, open, geometric 

boxy building has a parapet roof,  The parapet over the lobby/owners' residence is festooned with shallow crenellations 

intended to evoke a castle motif.  Each integrated carport is defined by a Romansque arch.  The windows are operable steel 

casement.  The exposed brick of the visible walls was painted during the last decade.  A small addition on the front facade 

and an oversized cantilevered shed roof porch alter the original design.  The 1946 additional square buildings are used as 

single units.  They have low-pitched roofs and are connected with a covered carport.  Aligned with these two newer buildings 

is a snall rectangular swimming pool and ramada.  Above the castle-like parapet rises a plain rectangular interiorly lit 

monument sign supported on two steel posts.   Although this sign appears to be a late 20th century addition, it has become a 

minor iconic representation of an earlier cultural mileu of the District.  Although the small addition to the front facade has 

altered the appearance. 

 
3. SETTING: The building is part of the commercial corridor facing the historic highway alignment. 
 Describe how the setting has changed since the property’s period of significance:  
 
4. MATERIALS (Describe the materials used in the following elements of the property) 
 Walls (structure): brick         Foundation: concrete      Roof: pitched with asphalt shingle 
 Windows: fixed and operable steel casement  
  If the windows have been altered, what were they originally?  
 Wall Sheathing: paint 
  If the sheathing has been altered, what was it originally?  
 
5. WORKMANSHIP:  
 
NATIONAL REGISTER STATUS (if listed, check the appropriate box) 
    Individually listed;       Contributor       Noncontributor to   Historic District 
 Date Listed:          Determined eligible by Keeper of National Register (date: ) 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF ELIGIBILITY (opinion of SHPO staff or survey consultant) 
 Property    is    is not eligible individually. 
 Property    is    is not eligible as a contributor to a potential historic district. 
   More information needed to evaluate. 
 If not considered eligible, state reason:  
 
FORM COMPLETED BY: 
Name and Affiliation:  Demion Clinco, Frontier Consulting Group LLC.                   Date: May 2012  
Mailing Address:         230 East 23

rd
 Street | Tucson, Arizona 85713                  Phone No.: 520.247.8969 



STATE OF ARIZONA             HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
 
Please type or print clearly.  Fill out each applicable space accurately and with as much information as is known about the property.  
Use continuation sheets where necessary.  Send completed form to: State Historic Preservation Office, 1300 W. Washington, 
Phoenix, AZ  85007 
 
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
For properties identified through survey:  Site No: MM064          Survey Area: Miracle Mile 
 
Historic Name(s): The Don Motel  
  (Enter the name(s), if any, that best reflects the property’s historic importance.) 
 
Address: 2445 North Oracle Road 
 
City or Town: Tucson   vicinity County: Pima Tax Parcel No.10709049B 
 
Township: 13S     Range: 13E     Section: 35      Quarter Section:  Acreage: .62 
 
Block: 4     Lot(s): 1 & 2      Plat (Addition): Miracle Mile Addition     Year of plat (addition): 1937 
 
UTM reference: Zone  Easting  Northing  USGS 7.5’ quad map:  
 
Architect:    not determined      known  source:  
 
Builder:   not determined     known   source:  
 
Construction Date: 1941   known  estimated            source: Tucson City Directory 
 
STRUCTURAL CONDITION 
   Good (well maintained, no serious problems apparent) 
 
   Fair (some problems apparent)  Describe:  
 
   Poor (major problems; imminent threat)  Describe: 
 
   Ruin/Uninhabitable 
 
USES/FUNCTIONS 
Describe how the property has been used 
over time, beginning with the original use. 
DOMESTIC: hotel 

 
Sources: Tucson City Directory 
 
 
PHOTO INFORMATION 
Date of photo: June 2010  
View Direction (looking towards) 
west 

Negative No.:  

 



SIGNIFICANCE 
To be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, a property must represent an important part of the history or architecture 
of an area.  Note: a property need only be significant under one of the areas below to be eligible for the National Register. 
 
A. HISTORIC EVENTS/TRENDS (On a continuation sheet describe how the property is associated either with a significant 
historic event, or with a trend or pattern of events important to the history of the nation, the state, or a local community.) 
Community Development and Planning in Tucson 1920 - 1964 

B. PERSON (On a continuation sheet describe how the property is associated with the life of a person significant in the past.) 
C. ARCHITECTURE (On a continuation sheet describe how the property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction, or that represents the work or a master, or possesses high artistic values.) 
 Outbuildings:  (Describe any other buildings or structures on the property and whether they may be considered historic.) 
 
INTEGRITY 
To be eligible for the National Register, a property must have integrity, that is, it must be able to visually convey its importance.  
Provide detailed information below about the property’s integrity.  Use continuation sheets if necessary. 
 
1. LOCATION           Original Site    Moved (date ) Original Site:  
 
2. DESIGN  
Warren Hughes built the 10-unit, single-storey integrated row-on-row  "Don Motel" on the northwest corner of Oracle Rd 

and Alturas St. in 1941.  The low-pitched, Spanish tile roofed units were connected with integrated, flat roof carports.  The 

unit nearest the street was the lobby/owner's residence, which featured a screened Arizona room.  The courtyard featured 

multiple planters with specimen cacti and a small island lawn with a ramada.  There was a neon monument sign of simple 

form on a steel pole set back from the road; this has been removed. Today, the motel has been converted into apartments.  

The owners' residence Arizona room windows have been filled in.  A recent rectangular building of contemporary design has 

been added at the northeastern corner of the property.  On the south row, the removal of the car ports and transformed the 

building into a series of detached cottages.  The windows have been replaced with aluminum sliding frame.  Across the front 

of the property securing all the units is a plain wrought iron fence.  Despite the alterations and the removal of the monument 

sign, the preservation of the massing and roof silhouette contributes to the Corridor. 

 
3. SETTING: The building is part of the commercial corridor facing the historic highway alignment. 
 Describe how the setting has changed since the property’s period of significance:  
 
4. MATERIALS (Describe the materials used in the following elements of the property) 
 Walls (structure): brick Foundation: concrete  Roof: red barral tile 
 Windows: operable and fixed steel casement.  
  If the windows have been altered, what were they originally?  
 Wall Sheathing: stucco 
  If the sheathing has been altered, what was it originally?  
 
5. WORKMANSHIP:  
 
NATIONAL REGISTER STATUS (if listed, check the appropriate box) 
    Individually listed;       Contributor       Noncontributor to   Historic District 
 Date Listed:          Determined eligible by Keeper of National Register (date: ) 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF ELIGIBILITY (opinion of SHPO staff or survey consultant) 
 Property    is    is not eligible individually. 
 Property    is    is not eligible as a contributor to a potential historic district. 
   More information needed to evaluate. 
 If not considered eligible, state reason:  
 
FORM COMPLETED BY: 
Name and Affiliation:  Demion Clinco, Frontier Consulting Group LLC.                   Date: May 2012  
Mailing Address:         230 East 23

rd
 Street | Tucson, Arizona 85713                  Phone No.: 520.247.8969 
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